Woody' s Hike

~ A walk along historical sites of Sengoku Warrior
the Takeda family — Kofu city in Yamanashi Pref.~

American School in Japan
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November 8, 2014



Feudalism in Japan and the Sengoku Warriors
The feudalism in Japan was basically a fight for more land, more wealth, and above all, more power. When the government (Bakufu) became weaker, large
landowners had much power, and fought amongst themselves for each other’ s land. Daimyo are Japanese lords who own large landholdings and a private samurai
army, and pay no taxes. Daimyo hired many samurai warriors for protection, and to attack other daimyo for their land and wealth. Several civil wars occurred,
because of the daimyo fighting each other. There were several powerful families that had huge armies of samurai, and therefore more power. As the power of the
daimyo increased, the government continued to weaken, and trouble started to occur. People such as peasants and merchants, people who owned small portions of
land, began to pledge their loyalty to the powerful daimyos, in exchange for protection. Their loyalty usually included military service, but sometimes, farmers who
were unable to fight gave the daimyo food and supplies for the army. Anybody who pledged loyalty to a daimyo, and received protection and land in return, was

called a vassal.
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Takeda Shingen was one of Japan ‘s great
daimyo during the Warring States Period
(Sengoku Jidai: B;EIBF{X). His domain was
the Kai Province, in Kofu and the
surrounding areas of Yamanashi Prefecture.
He was able to take over Shinano Province
(now Nagano Prefecture), Suruga Province
(now Shizuoka Prefecture) and fought with
Echigo Province (now Nigata Prefecture).
He also challenged the Tokugawa family,
even winning some battles against them,
but died before anything decisive could
occur.

The Takeda family ruled the area for 3
generations, from his father Nobutora, him
Shingen, and his son Katsuyori.

Also famous for his fighting tactics “ Bk X
LL”: troops should move as fast as the
wind, settle as quiet as the forest, attack as
daring as the fire, and formation
immovable as the mountain.
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Other famous Sengoku &%‘ \
Warriors: i
Nambu, Date, Uesugi, Hojo, lf? /

Imagawa, Saito, Oda, Mori,
Choso-kabe, Otomo, Shimazu. # g ‘im
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Hiking route

Kofu Station
N
Chozeniji-Temple

N2
Takeda Street

(Hunt for Takeda 24 Generals’ residence)
N2
Takeda Shrine
N2
Gokokujinja-Shrine
N2

Enkoin-Temple
(Experience Zen meditation — Zazen)
N2
Tomb of Lord Shingen Takeda
N2
Daisenji-Temple
N2
Miharashidai Observation deck
N2

Maizuru Castle Park

N%
Kofu Station



The Takeda 24 Generals

Takeda Shingen was loyally served by very talented vassals and had more than 40

great fighters in his army. Among them were the 24 Generals — battle commanders -

who were the most trusted companions. A third of them died at the famous Battle of

Nagashino in 1575 when they led the Takeda forces against Oda Nobunaga.

You can find out more about each general — below 24 or all 51, in English at the link below.
. o D A ene

Old map of the city of Kofu where Shingen and his 24 generals lived




As you walk through Takeda Street to Takeda Shrine, you will find signboards where the Takeda 24 Generals used to live. Identify them from their

portrait and family crest.
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Chozenji-temple (E$#3F)

Chozenji-temple is the highest rank among the Gozans of Kofu. This temple has two pagodas, 3-
layers and 5-layers. This is the family temple of Shingen’ s mother.

~
Q

Gozan (Five Mountain):

'Five Mountains' means five temples. It was the duty of these temples to pray for the
protection and safety of the state. This system was brought in from China. Shingen named the
following as Kofu Gozans: Chozen-ji, Toko-ji, Enko-in, Nojo-ji and Hosen-ji.

Takeda shrine (# H##%t)

Takeda Shrine is built on the ruins of Shingen's fortified residence.
The stone walls and the semi-moat are the original from Shingen’ s
residence. There are some interesting looking ruins behind the
shrine, and a museum containing swords and armor and other
artifacts related to Shingen.
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SAJ Kofu Troop 10:
Takeda shrine is also the home of Kofu Troop 10.




Gokoku shrine (£ [E #£t)

Gokoku shrine is the family temple of Yoshiyasu Yanagisawa, a domain lord of Kofu in
Edo era. This shrine is also associated with war dead of Yamanashi since the Satsuma
Rebellion - Seinan War (1877).

Satsuma Rebellion — Seinan War (FaRg &% ):

The war was a revolt of disaffected samurai against the new Meiji imperial
government, nine years into the Meiji Era. Its name comes from Satsuma
Domain, which had been influential in the Meiji Restoration and became home
to unemployed samurai after military reforms rendered their status obsolete.
The rebellion lasted from January 29, 1877 until September of that year, when it
was decisively crushed and its leader, Saigo Takamori, ended his life.

Enkoin temple (FI7tFE)

Enkoin Temple is one of the Kofu Gozan temples, and is the family temple of Lady B N
Sanjo, Shingen’ s wife. The name of the temple is taken after Lady Sanjo’ s posthumous //'
name.[ [EDEEEBME S =2 KA E B (A 29V ATAEOLAZIENEAL 1) ]
Here at Enkoin temple, we will experience Zen meditation.

Posthumous names:
A posthumous name is an honorary name given to royalty, nobles, and
sometimes others, in East Asia after the person's death.

Zazen (4418):

The aim of zazen is just sitting —suspending all judgmental thinking and
letting words, ideas, images and thoughts pass by without getting
involved in them. Zazen is the heart of Zen Buddhist practice.




Daisenji temple (RE3F)

Daisenji temple is the family temple of Nobutora Takeda, Shingen’ s
father. The name of the temple is taken after Nobutora’ s

posthumous name. [ KSR <7 EE A7 R E 32

Tomb of Lord Shingen Takeda ({340

Shingen died at the age of 53, but in his will, he told his aides not to disclose his death for 3
years to avoid sudden takeover by neighboring enemies. During these years, Shingen’ s body
was buried temporarily, so there are many graves of Shingen in Yamanashi Prefecture and in
other places in Nagano, Aichi, Wakayama, and Kyoto.
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Miharashidai — observation deck (REESL &)

You can have a panoramic view of Kofu city, which is in the center of a basin
shaped valley and is surrounded by many of the highest mountains in Japan
including the highest, Mount Fuji located on the southern border with Shizuoka.

Ruins of Kofu Castle — Maizuru castle park (FR FF3%.85)

The ruins of Kofu Castle, also called Maizuru Castle, is about 400 years old and
has been designated as a Yamanashi Historical Site. After the Takeda family
succumbed, Kai Province became the fiefdom of Oda Nobunaga. When Oda

N ~ o T died it came under the governance of Tokugawa leyasu. When Toyotomi
e amwasnn a0 Hideyoshi unified the country, he ordered the castle's construction and used it
as the headquarter to fight against Tokugawa leyasu. After the Battle of
Sekigahara, Kofu Castle fell into the hands of the Tokugawa family and was used
as fortress for invasion from the west.




Note: This slide was prepared for educational purpose as part of Woody’ s Hike
organized in November 8, 2014 by Troop 5 of the BSA Far East Council Japan
District, and is not intended for commercial use.

Prepared by Ken Atobe / Kitsuta Woody Masato



